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body, this government, which is so essentially different
from all others, is denominated a Federal one. An-
other form of society is afterward discovered, in which
several peoples are fused into one and the same
nation with regard to certain common interests,
although they remain distinct, or at least only con-
federate, with regard to all their other concerns. In
this case the central power acts directly upon those
whom it governs, whom it rules, and whom it judges,
in the same manner as, but in a more limited circle
than, a national government. Here the term Federal
Government is clearly no longer applicable to a state
of things which must be styled an incomplete national
government : a form of government has been found
out which is neither exactly national nor Federal;
but no further progress has been made, and the new
word which will one day designate this novel inven-
tion does not yet exist.
The absence of this new species of confederation
has been the cause which has brought all Unions to
civil war, to subjection, or to a stagnant apathy ; and
the peoples which formed these leagues have been
either too dull to discern, or too pusillanimous to
apply, this great remedy. The American Confedera-
tion perished by the same defects.
But the confederate States of America had been
long accustomed to form a portion of one empire
before they had won their independence ; they had
not contracted the habit of governing themselves, and
their national prejudices had not taken deep root
in their minds. Superior to the rest of the world
in political knowledge, and sharing that knowledge
equally among themselves, they were little agitated^
by the passions which generally oppose the extension
of Federal authority in a nation, and those passions
were checked by the wisdom of the chief citizens.